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THE LORD IS COMING SOON  

IN RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT 

Second Sunday of End Times  
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 10, 2019 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 

parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 

Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 

of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 

listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 

find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Righteous judgment doesn’t sound exactly warm and fuzzy, does it? Yet, this is still a very 

real aspect of God—he is a God who must punish sin. But, as we will hear today, he has 

already paid the price for sin through Jesus. His gift of faith in his name brings us from 

punishment to perfection; from difficulty to deliverance. Join us as we praise our 

righteous God! 

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which reminds us of the purifying blood of 

Jesus—this makes us ready and confident as we wait for Judgment Day. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 

NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 

Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

“Nothing But the Blood of Jesus.” by Robert Lowry. Public domain. 

Psalm 98. Refrain Text: public domain. Verses Text: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music 

Publishers. Tune: public domain. Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. All 

rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

“We Believe.” by Richie Fike, Matthew Hooper, Travis Ryan © 2013 Integrity Worship Music, Integrity's Praise! 

Music, Life Worship, Travis Ryan Music. Used by permission. CCLI#143045 

                                                
1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.   

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes | CW 9 

Please stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 and the love of God and the fellowship of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

  

These words remind us of the 

triune God whom we worship. 

The service also ends with the 

blessing of the triune God. 
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Nothing But the Blood of Jesus 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 

that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of 

your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at 

last holy and blameless before you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen.           

Be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON   Malachi 4:1-6 

The righteous will receive the Day of the LORD much differently than the wicked. 
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After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 98 | The People’s Psalter 

Choir sings verses. All sing the refrain. 
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SECOND LESSON  2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

God is right and just; believe in him and be saved. 

After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:  Alleluia. Watch therefore, 

C: for you do not know on what day your Lord  

is coming. Alleluia. (Matthew 24:42 RSV) 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL   Luke 21:5-19 

Despite all the things that will precede the last judgment, God's elect will not perish. 

After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

C:   Praise be to you, O Christ!  
Be seated 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE    

The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson. 

HYMN The Day Is Surely Drawing Near |CW 207 (1-5) 

SERMON  -    The Comfort of the End Times 

1. We know what difficulties to expect. 

2. We know that Jesus will deliver us. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH We Believe  

The congregation will join on the refrain. 

Choir - In this time of desperation when all we know is doubt and fear, 

there is only one foundation. We believe, we believe. 

The rhythm of standing and 

sitting, reading and singing 

started in ancient synagogue 

worship. As time went along, 

certain things were added to 

communicate more of God’s 

truth, including posture and 

certain responses. 
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Choir - In this broken generation, when all is dark, You help us see. 

There is only one salvation. We believe, we believe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Choir - We believe. 

So, let our faith be more than anthems,  

greater than the songs we sing. 

And in our weakness and temptations,  

we believe, we believe. 
 

Refrain 
 

Choir - Let the lost be found, let the dead be raised.  

In the here and now let love invade. 

Let the Church live loud. Our God will say we believe, we believe. 

And the gates of hell will not prevail,  

for the pow'r of God has torn the veil. 

Now, we know Your love will never fail. We believe, we believe.  
 

Refrain 
 

Choir - He's coming back again. He's coming back again. 

We believe, we believe. 

Even though this is a newer 

song, the truths confessed are 

the same as in the ancient 

creeds (Apostles’ and Nicene). 
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THANK OFFERING  
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 

support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 

church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 

participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship 

Register which will be passed out during the offering.  If the gospel message 

has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan 

this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s 

giving page. 

VIDEO – Discipline in Giving  

Please stand.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices. 

C:  Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. 

M: Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve only 

your anger and punishment. 

C: If you kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost. 

M: We confess with joy that your unfailing love has redeemed us. 

C: Our hope is in you and in your full redemption. 

M: Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, false 

prophets, spiritual apathy. 

C: Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour when Christ 

will come again. 

M: Keep us faithful to your Word; send your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we 

are always prepared for your Son’s return as judge. 

C: Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more to put their hope 

in you before the end comes. 

 

In place of our usual musical offering, 

devotional videos will encourage us as 

we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis. 
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M: Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith. 

C: Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our way. 

Special Prayers and intercession may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all things new. 

May he find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, faithfully 

enduring to the end, through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus.  May your grace be with us.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.   

 

Be seated.  

HYMN Delay Not! Delay Not! | CW 337 

Please stand. 

CLOSING PRAYER  

M:   Let us pray together. 

C:   Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 

may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Notice how this hymn 

speaks of the coming 

judgment but ends with a 

focus on the love and 

compassion of God. 
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BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 

shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 

give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  

Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN  The Day Is Surely Drawing Near |CW 207 (6) 

  

Surely the Day is coming… 
                   - Malachi 4: 1 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS 

1. What would you say is your normal emotional response to seeing terrible things 

happening in the world? Does your reaction match up with what God spoke to us 

through his Word today? If not, how might you be able to change your reaction in 

the future? 

 

 

 

2. While Jesus was certainly talking about specific things that would happen to the 

disciples not long after he would ascend into heaven, he also warns us of coming 

trials in our lives as Christians. What realities is Jesus warning us of with his words 

in Luke 21 verses 12, 16, and 17? Even though the specific warnings might change, 

what comfort remains the same in verses 18 and 19? 

 

 

 

 

3. Today’s readings present a bit of a conundrum for the believer. Some might say that 

the believer rejoices at the death of the wicked; but that’s simply not true. What must 

we realize and remember as we pray for our enemies and unbelievers? 

 

 

 

 

4. Malachi 4:5-6 speak about Elijah coming before the coming of the Lord. Who was 

this second Elijah (it’s not Jesus)? 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY 
“How can you believe Jesus rose from the dead?”  

and “How do I know I’m a Christian?”  

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

THANK YOU, VETERANS Nov. 13 | 9:00 AM 

Our school is hosting a Veterans’ Day Observance during their regular chapel service on 

this Wednesday. The ceremony will include a tribute to veterans called America’s White 

Table. Everyone is invited – members and non-members, veterans and non-veterans. 

HELP SHARE THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Dec. 7 

You can help out busy parents and share the Christmas message with their kids by 

volunteering for Christmas for Kids. This mini-VBS-type event will be held on the 

morning of Saturday, Dec. 7. We need people to shepherd groups to and from activity 

stations, station leaders, a lunch crew, and more. You can sign up at the Ministry Table in 

the Welcome Center or look for the Christmas for Kids link under the Serve tab on our 

website. 

HOSTESS A TABLE THIS ADVENT Dec. 8 | 6:00 PM 

Help us celebrate this advent season by hosting a table for An Evening with Isaiah. A signup 

sheet is located in the Welcome Center. You can host a table by yourself or with a friend! 

Our color theme this year is Red and White. If you are interested in attending, but don't 

want to host a table, we would love to have you as our guest! You may also sign up in the 

Welcome Center. Please be sure to include your phone number and/or email so that we 

can keep in touch. We look forward to seeing you there! 

HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER 

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 

is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-

4566 or facjac@charter.net.  
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MEN’S DEVOTIONAL BASKETBALL Nov. 14 | 6:00-8:00 PM 

Men’s Devotional Basketball gets underway this week. Be prepared to work up a sweat 

on Thursdays from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Bring your gym bag and a friend for a little friendly 

competition now through the end of March. 

LEND US YOUR GARLAND & POINSETTIAS 

The Decorating Committee would like to borrow unlit garland (the longer, the better) for 

this year’s Christmas decorations. They would also like to borrow deep-red silk 

poinsettias. Please do not buy something to donate, we do not have room to store these 

things. If you have items we can borrow, please bring them to church by November 30, 

when the decorations will be put up. Questions? Contact Veronica Klish at 715-421-3607. 

CALL RETURNED 

As pastor announced last Sunday, Pastor Kratz returned our call to serve as our associate 

pastor. The next call meeting is scheduled for Monday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 PM.  

"THE CRANKY MOM FIX"  Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM 

Ladies, if we’re honest with ourselves, almost every mom knows she can go from being 

kind to cranky in no time flat. When we’re tired, busy, anxious, or preoccupied, we tend 

to default to snapping and barking at the people we love best. But life doesn’t have to be 

this way. With grace and good humor, Becky Kopitzke shares how to tame the “Momster” 

in all of us.  This event is for moms, grandmas, teachers, childcare providers, or anyone 

who could use a great morning with fellow "Cranky Moms". Tickets are available at: 

https://www.itickets.com/events/438968. Tickets are $10 + processing fee of $1.35. A light 

breakfast will be served. Any questions, please contact Michelle Gear at 

michellemgear@gmail.com. We hope to see you there! 

SEE A LIFE-SIZE NOAH’S ARK June 4-6 

We have had a good response for our bus trip to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum 

on June 4-6, 2020.  If you are thinking about going but still need to confirm a few details, 

we encourage you to get your name on the list to save your seat.  Contact Michelle Gear 

at 920-784-4643 or michellemgear@gmail.com. Ticket prices include bus fare, hotel, 

admission, and some meals. For more details, pick up a brochure from the Ministry Table 

in the Welcome Center.  
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BAKE SALE A SUCCESS! 

A great big thank you to all who shopped at the Willing Workers bake and craft 

sale.  Initial sales have surpassed last year's total, and we have more to sell.  We had a 

combination of familiar and unfamiliar faces attend the annual event and enjoyed sharing 

our talents with you.  We hope you enjoy your purchases and shop again next year! 

PIES AND SOUP STILL AVAILABLE 

The Willing Workers want to help you with your holiday planning.  There are many pies 

and soups still available for purchase.  Choose apple pies (crumb-crust or double-crust) 

or pumpkin pies for only $11 each to serve to unexpected guests or to top off that holiday 

meal.  Or warm up with some potato chowder or chicken soup for only $7 each.  We also 

have additional frozen cranberry/orange relish ($3) and applesauce ($1.50).  Stop by the 

office any time staff is available to pick up these items to make your meal planning easier. 

SCRIP FOR GIFT GIVING 

For a limited time, the scrip center is offering lower denomination cards on some favorite 

brands. These are perfect holiday gifts for kids, teachers, mail carriers or others who 

deserve a special treat.  The cards are available until Dec. 23 or while supplies last. 

Available in $5 cards are Barnes & Noble, Blimpie, Panera Bread, Starbucks, and Taco Bell. 

Available in $10 cards are Amazon, Applebee’s, CVS Pharmacy, Red Lobster, Home 

Depot, iHop, Meijer, Outback Steakhouse, Safeway, and Walmart. If you wish to order 

any of these, just write in the amount on your scrip order form, or order through 

shopwithscrip.com. 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT  

Last Week’s Attendance: 297    

Year-to-date average attendance: 244 
 

From July 1, 2019 to November 1, 2019 

Actual ministry income:  $369,749 

Actual cost of ministry:           $382,787    

Mortgage balance:                 $1,458,978 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Received $53  

Thanksgiving 
Worship 

Nov. 27 at 6:30PM 

Nov. 28 at 9:30AM 
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CALENDAR                         November 10-17 

 

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship  
     

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship 
    

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 
  

WEDNESDAY  9:00 AM Veterans Day Ceremony/Chapel Service 

 5:30 PM Handbells in the Balcony   

 6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room 

 6:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room 

 6:30 PM Choir in the balcony 
     

THURSDAY   7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

  2:00 PM Hafermann Singers at Atrium Care Center 

  6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym 

  6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center 
  

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 6:30 PM Leadership Council   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

Nov. 27    Thanksgiving Worship at 6:30PM 

Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Worship at 9:30AM 

Nov. 30 Decorating for Christmas   

Dec. 7 Christmas for Kids 

Dec. 8 Advent by Candlelight Veterans Day Ceremony 
Wed, Nov. 13 at 9:00AM 



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
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